
1717 Meetinghouse 

1717 MEETINGHOUSE FOUNDATION, INC. 

DECEMBER 2014 WINTER EDITION 

THE 1717 MEETINGHOUSE NEWSLETTER 

A BUSY AND EXCITING YEAR AT THE MEETINGHOUSE 
- George B. Newton, Foundation President 

The year of 2014 has been a busy and 
positive year for the Foundation. After 
reaching an agreement with the Massa-
chusetts Historical Commission, the 
issue of the missing Deed to the 1717 
Meetinghouse property was resolved. 
This enabled the grant awarded by the 
Town of Barnstable’s Community Pres-
ervation Committee to be accessible. 
The first project under the grant was 
the replacement of the deteriorated,  
30-plus-year-old roof to be replaced 
with yellow cedar shingles. 
 
The next efforts to be undertaken with 
grant resources include the refurbish-
ment of the 1806 Paul Revere bell, and 
its mounting.  A contractor has been 
selected, and planning is well under-
way. The Engineering Assessment is 
nearing completion, and a report on the 
material condition of the Meetinghouse 
and its systems should be in hand by 
year’s end. 

There have been ten (10) public pro-
grams presented this year at the 
Meetinghouse. They included three 
debates and a lecture, two musical pro-
grams, and five historical lectures. Four 
of those lectures addressed notable 
West Barnstable figures who earlier 
frequented the 1717 Meetinghouse.  
The total attendance at all events was 
slightly under 700, many of whom had 
never been in the Meetinghouse. The 
programs presented this year 
have been a conscious effort 
to heighten awareness within 
the local community that the 
Meetinghouse is indeed a 
public, community asset. In 
fact, the 1717 Meetinghouse 
is the oldest public building 
in continuous service on Cape Cod. 
 
The development efforts of the Founda-
tion continue to advance. The most 
recent achievement was the award of a 

grant to assist in the refurbishment of the 
Revere bell from the Cape Cod Antique 
Dealers Association. 
 
On November 9th, the Foundation held its 
Annual Meeting in the Meetinghouse.  At 
the meeting new Trustees elected were 
Carol Allen and Nancy Shoemaker, both 
of West Barnstable.  
 
Officers of the Foundation for 2015 are 

George Newton, Marstons 
Mills (President); Georgia 
Lonkart, East Sandwich 
(Vice President); Robert 
Lonkart, East Sandwich 
(Treasurer); Will Plikaitis, 
West Barnstable (Clerk).   
 

It was also announced that a committee 
was formed to commence planning for the 
300th anniversary of the  
Meetinghouse in 2017. 

The programs presented 
this year have been a 

conscious effort to heighten 
awareness within the local 

community that the 
Meetinghouse is indeed a 
public, community asset. 

Old & worn shingles  

New Yellow Cedar Shingles 

Learn the latest at: www.1717meetinghouse.org 

Restoration team worked tirelessly on project 

Roof ready to receive ice & water barrier and 
underlayment of felt before new shingles. 
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Thanks to the work of Elizabeth Crocker Jenkins in the 20th Century, the 1717 
Meetinghouse Foundation does have an endowment, the principal of which cannot 
be touched.   The interest and appreciation from that principal is designated to as-
sist with the ongoing maintenance of the Meetinghouse.   While the yields from 
that initial endowment were adequate to meet the need in the 1950s, these funds 
have gradually become less and less of the total needed to cover expenses.   Today 
these funds unfortunately do not contribute nearly enough to come close to meet-
ing the annual expenses of maintaining the 1717 Meetinghouse.    The Foundation 
must rely on other sources such as annual gifts, grant funds, and annual member-
ship dues to help defray those costs.   

We are happy to report that this year, not only did we receive the Community 
Preservation Funds to replace the roof this year, but we are delighted to announce that The Cape Cod Antique Dealers Asso-
ciation awarded the Foundation a grant of $1000 to assist in repairs of the Revere bell.  Seeking grant funding is critical to the 
Development Committee plan.   It is especially important to address the larger projects.   

We also thank our members who contributed gifts totaling $15,000 this year.   This level of gifting is a record for the Foun-
dation.   The 2014 operating budget predicted a shortfall of over $30,000.  As a result of these gifts that shortfall was cut in 
half.  Operating budget items include the ongoing costs of maintaining the Meetinghouse and do not include such special pro-
jects as the roof replacement and the bell repair.  Examples of annual expenses include maintenance of the alarm system, the 
Sexton salary, electrical system maintenance, heating system maintenance, accounting fees, to name just a few.  In addition 
to there are those ever present wear and tear repairs.   

As 2015 approaches the Development  
Committee will be seeking additional grant funding 
and looking at new ways to provide gifting opportu-
nities to our members.   

How to grow the principal of the endowment will be 
a primary focus for the Development Committee this 
coming year so that this source of income will be 
adequate to meet the 21st millennium needs.     

As always, the Development Committee thanks all of 
our members for their ongoing support and looks 
forward to an even more successful year in 2015.  

 

GRANTS, MEMBERSHIPS & GIFTS KEEP THE MEETINGHOUSE ALIVE 
—Georgia Lonkhart, Development Committee Chair 

THE 1717 MEETINGHOUSE NEWSLETTER PAGE 2 

Annual and Life memberships, 

renewals and supplementary 

donations are gratefully accepted 

at any time 

throughout the 

year as you are 

able.   

Your gifts can  also be made in 

honor of or  

in memory of a loved one. 

The 1808 Revere Bell 

Parts of the belfry (above and right) need repair although the basic structure 
remains sound.  The windows that have sound sashes, but the plank frames 
have up to 50% moisture content (below.)  

A professional assessment 
on the building has been 
done and has, with great 
specificity,  identified 
several areas that will 
need our attention before the 300th celebration. 
You can help by choosing to help fund a project 
with an additional donation, large or small. Watch 
for future mailings or stop by the website for more 
information in the new year. 
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The 1717 Meetinghouse is open for self-guided tours each summer,  
every day from 9am to 4pm, Memorial Day thru Columbus Day.  Remember: 

The Program Committee’s Goal for 2014 was to raise awareness of the 1717 Meetinghouse by drawing in a new audience to 
see our historic treasure. We expanded events to feature not only  concerts, but also historical lectures and debates of interest 
to the larger community. 
 
Previously about 4 events were held each year, mostly in the sum-
mertime. In 2014 that number was tripled! We presented 2 debates, 
2 a cappella concerts, 4 lectures on the historical luminaries of West 
Barnstable (these presentations coincided with the town’s 375th an-
niversary), an information session on the Affordable Care Act, an-
other session from Cape Downwinders on the Fukushima nuclear 
disaster, and finally, an entertaining evening with President John 
Adams (portrayed by George Baker).  
 
The Foundation also cosponsored the 22nd annual Holiday Tree 
Lighting along with West Parish Church and the West Barnstable 
Civic Association on December 7th. 
 
These events brought more than 750 visitors into the Meetinghouse to appreciate this oldest fully restored separatist 
(congregational) meetinghouse in the US. Many were first time visitors. In addition, the added publicity in newspapers, on 

radio stations and on signs helped create awareness that the 1717 Meetinghouse is still a vibrant 
community center for debates, concerts, lectures, and a living memorial to Colonial Americans. 
 
Our goal was achieved.  The 1717 Meetinghouse is becoming more widely recognized. As the 
Program Committee heads into 2015, our aim will be not only to continue to raise awareness of 
the 1717 Meetinghouse, but also of the secular Foundation that restores and maintains it. Our 
hope is this fine old structure will be recognized and supported by all as a living memorial yet still 
a center for civic activity. 
 
In 2017, the Foundation will celebrate the Meetinghouse’s 300th anniversary. It will be an  
historic occasion. Our hope is that many of those who attended our programs will  become  
members of the 1717 Meetinghouse Foundation and join us in the celebration! 

Programs for 2014 are a Rousing Success 
—Roger Henson, Program Chair 

President John Adams 

Dr. Peter Friedman (UMass-Dartmouth) &  State Sen. Dan Wolf (D-Harwich) 
face-off over the Pilgrim I debate in April. 

Celebrated author and historian Jim Ellis of West Barnstable tells the story of John Percival, captain of the USS Constitution.  

Get more information on upcoming events and events previously held at the Meetinghouse. 

Go to: www.1717meetinghouse.org 
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2049 Meetinghouse Way 
Post Office Box 781 

West Barnstable, Massachusetts 02668 

Phone: 508-362-4445 
http://www.1717meetinghouse.org 

 
A 501(c)(3) Tax Exempt Organization 

1717 MEETINGHOUSE 
FOUNDATION, INC. 

PRESERVING THE 1717 MEETINGHOUSE AS A 
MEMORIAL TO EARLY AMERICA AND AMERICANS 

We have a new name this year but our mission remains the same – to preserve and protect our precious 1717 Meetinghouse.  

Besides the few grants we receive, we are completely dependent on our members’ dues to sustain our mission. We have in-
stalled the new roof but we have critical needs to repair the Revere bell and housing as well as a fire detection and/or suppres-
sion system. Your new and renewed Annual Memberships have a huge impact on our ability to meet operating costs, obtain 
grants and create the funds to plan and implement the feature programs offered throughout the year.  

As we approach the tricentenial of the 1717 Meetinghouse, we ask you to help us achieve our mission of preserving the 1717 
Meetinghouse. Please join or renew your membership today and ask your friends, too. 

Elizabeth Crocker Jenkins 
(ca. 1922) 

 
“The Woman Who Saved Our 
Meetinghouse” [1874-1956] 

We invite you to join the continuing efforts to maintain this historic and revered Meetinghouse. 
In addition to enjoying our newsletters and announcements of cultural events—musical recitals, 
debates, historic reenactments—you will have a part in preserving this colonial-era treasure for  
generations to come.   

 Individual: Annual donation of $25 
 Family: Annual donation of $50 
 Friend: Annual donation of $51 to $794 

Memberships are available at several levels. 
Please choose one.  Thank you! 

 Bell Ringer: Donation of $750—$999 
 Tower Climber: Donation of $1,000—$4,999 
 Silver Keeper: Donation of $5,000—$9,999 
 Revere Bell Society: Donation of $10,000 or more 

Name 

Mailing Address 

City, State, ZIP 

email 

Amount enclosed: $______________ 
Mail to:  Membership 

PO Box 781 
West Barnstable, MA 02668 

— Life Membership Levels — 

MEMBERSHIPS SUSTAIN THE EFFORT 
—Robin Fryer, Membership Chair 
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