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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
- George B. Newton, Foundation President 

I am pleased to share with you all that 
things continue to move forward at the 
1717 Meetinghouse, as the Board of 
Trustees work to fulfill their objective 
of maintaining, preserving and restoring 
the building. 

In the period since our last Newsletter, 
the Revere Bell has been removed for 
restoration. The contracted Engineer-
ing Assessment of the Meetinghouse has 
been completed has completed and 
response has begun. The upgrade to the 
building's external lighting has been 
initially evaluated and more sample 
lighting tests are planned. Lastly, plan-
ning is complete for the 2015 Public 
Programs, which promise entertain-
ment, knowledge, and history for those 
who attend. 

It was a cold morning in January when 
Baxter Crane & Rigging Co. carefully 
lifted the Revere Bell from the 
Meetinghouse tower and lowered it to 
the ground and a waiting truck. As you 
might imagine we were fortunate that 
the bell was removed when it was, for 
if the event had occurred in February, it 
would have been hampered severely by 
the accumulated snow. In early Febru-
ary, the bell was shipped by dedicated 

truck to the Verdin Clock & Bell Co. in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, where it currently is 
undergoing restoration. Work will not 
only be completed on the bell, but the 
entire bell system—yoke, A-frame, and 
wheel. Founded in 1842, Verdin is 
uniquely qualified to do the job and is in 
the fifth generation as a family-owned 
and family-run business.  

The foundation is planning a celebra-
tory re-installation at 9 AM on Tues-
day, June 30th. 

While the snows accumulated, we on 
the Board of Trustees busied ourselves 

reviewing the Engineering Assessment 
prepared by the historical architectural 
firm of Joseph Booth & Co. of New Bed-
ford. The comprehensive report provided 
a detailed review of our building. It ad-
dressed the integrity of the structure 
(inside and out), the heating system and 
the electrical system. Physically, the 
building is good shape. However, as with 
any assessment, there are thing that need 
to be done to ensure the safe and prudent 
extension of the Meetinghouse's life. We 
are making our list and setting priorities. 

The Program Committee has planned 
events throughout this summer and fall 
that promises to be outstanding. Back by 
popular demand is "John Adams," then 
costumed representatives of Plimouth 
Plantation speaking on early colonial days, 
a debate, and two a cappella singing 
groups. The full schedule appears below as 
to dates and time. Please come, learn and 
enjoy.  

We are busy, but it only happens when 
support, such as yours, provides a strong 
base. Please remember the Foundation. 
Find a new member. Increase your level 
of participation. Every bit helps! 

And, bring a friend to the Meetinghouse. 

Learn the latest at: www.1717meetinghouse.org 

The Revere Bell being removed from the tower. 

Cape Harmony, Young Women’s A Capella Group 
Saturday, August 8 at 7pm 

Plimouth Plantation Interpreter as Pilgrim Woman 
Sunday, August 2 at 4:00pm 

Harpsichord Concert –  
Saturday, August 15 
7:00pm 



With the long term needs of the 1717 Meetinghouse recently identified by our historical archi-
tect, we are focusing on fund raising to meet both the immediate and future needs.    While our 
efforts at grants and corporate funding continue, we rely heavily on our membership to help us 
meet the funding requirements.    

Major projects such as the new roof and the repair of the Revere bell are behind us, but win-
dows, clapboards, heating systems, fire protection, and many other repair needs are in front of 
us.   We are seeking to raise the money to repair the windows, upgrade the heating system, up-
grade the electrical system, and other much needed repairs.  Although some funding of the fire 
protection will be covered by the CPC grant, we are anticipating that not all will be covered.   
The other major repair projects will have to be funded by our fund raising efforts.    These up-
grades are necessary to keep the 1717 Meetinghouse from deteriorating.     

If you would like to know more about the remaining projects and/or help to fund any of these 
projects, we would be happy to review them with you in detail.    If you know of grant opportunities, or of businesses that 
fund historical projects, the Foundation is very interested in exploring these avenues.   For more information and/or to make 
a contribution please contact George Newton at 508-420-0991 or Georgia Lonkart at 774-330-3125.  We would love to 
hear from you. 

GRANTS, MEMBERSHIPS & GIFTS KEEP THE MEETINGHOUSE ALIVE 
—Georgia Lonkart, Development Committee Chair 
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Annual and Life memberships, 

renewals and supplementary 

donations are gratefully accepted 

at any time 

throughout the 

year as you are 

able.   

Your gifts can  also be made in 

honor of or  

in memory of a loved one. 

BUILDING & GROUNDS—A RENEWED REVERE BELL AND ELECTRICAL WORK 

—Committee Spokesperson 
The principal activities concerning the 1717 Meetinghouse restoration project have recently focused on two areas:  
refurbishing of the Revere Bell and conducting a review and implementation of the Engineering Assessment. 

As this is written, re-installation of the Bell is scheduled for Tuesday, June 30th. Our 
program for the morning will include picture taking opportunities for all attendees, if 
they desire. After the Bell is hoisted into the tower, guests will be invited into the 
Meetinghouse to listen to a brief lecture on the history of the Bell and the Meeting-
house, plus a few words from the representative of the Bell’s re-furbisher on the four
-month-long process. It will be wonderful to have the Bell back! 

Concurrent to the work on the Bell, the Board of Trustees has been busy with other 
aspects of the restoration and maintenance needs of the Meetinghouse, as recom-
mended by Mr. Joe Booth in the Engineering Assessment. The Board has carefully 
reviewed the report and collected a comprehensive list of the individual tasks. From 
that list the items are being put in priority with respect to preservation, maintenance, 
and safety. 

In that vein, one area has drawn our critical attention – that of the building’s electri-
cal system. These recommendations have been put into a single package, and subjected to a review by a licensed electrician 
with each task being priced out. The most urgent need reported was the lack of surge protection in the Meetinghouse, which 
should be installed to complement the lightning rod protection system. That project is underway as the foundation has the 
funds to complete that work. 

In the next Newsletter we will include a summary of all significant recommendations contained in the Assessment. As you 
can understand, the completion of any task is evaluated by priority as well as its cost.  We will also highlight opportunities for 
all foundation members to assist in the preservation of this very significant building—an important part of our State and  
National heritage. If you can’t wait until then, visit the 1717 Meetinghouse website for even more information. 

Get more information on upcoming events and events previously held at the Meetinghouse. 

Go to: www.1717meetinghouse.org 

Rev. Baer, West Parish Church (left) and George 
Newton, Pres. of the 1717 Foundation send the 
bell off for restoration in January. 
Photo: WPlikaitis 
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The 1717 Meetinghouse is open for self-guided tours each summer,  
every day from 9am to 4pm, Memorial Day thru Columbus Day.  Remember: 

2015 looks to be as promising for events in the Meetinghouse as 2014 turned out. Maybe even more so. The year started with 
The Great Bridge Debate featuring Cape Cod Chamber of Commerce CEO, Wendy Northcross verses State Representative 
David T. Viera of Falmouth. Moderated by Rev. Reed Baer, the debate was both informative and entertaining. 

And then we were visited by President John Adams on June 6, who regaled us with songs, humor and history. George Baker, 
the renowned actor, attorney, and historian, spell bound the audience with his portrayal of President Adams, recalling the  
successful defense of the British soldiers who fired upon the American crown at the Boston Massacre, as well as other events 
leading up to the American Revolution. 

These coming events are planned by The West Barnstable Historical Society, the Music Board, West Parish of Barnstable and 
your Programs Committee: Mindy Abbott, Nancy Shoemaker, Bob Stolte, Fred Clausen, and Wolfgang Fattler. 

Exciting Program Line-up for 2015 Going Great! 
—Roger Henson, Programs Chair 

— July — 
Hyannis Sound – July 11, Saturday at 7:00pm 
Young Men’s A Cappella Group 

Wampanoag Native - July 19, Sunday at 4:00pm 
a talk from an American native about Wampanoag artifacts, history and 
culture with a Q&A (Plimouth Plantation Interpreter) 
 
— August — 
Pilgrim Woman - August 2, Sunday at 4:00pm 
talking about family, woman’s role, and agriculture at the founding of 
Barnstable, Sandwich and Yarmouth  
(Plimouth Plantation Interpreter, in costume) 

Cape Harmony – August 8, Saturday at 7:00pm 
Young Women’s A Cappella Group 

Harpsichord Concert – August 15, Saturday at 7:00pm 
Sponsored by the Board of Music Ministries 
 
— September — 
The Trial of Sacco & Vanzetti - September 4, Friday at 7:00pm 
Presented by Judge Greg Williams 
 
— October — 
President John Adams - October 24, Saturday at 7:00pm 
as portrayed by actor George Baker: Adams and Jefferson,  
from Declaration to Death  
 
— December — 
Annual Tree Lighting - December 6, Sunday at 5:00pm  
on the Village Green and in the Meetinghouse  

Remaining Events Scheduled for 2015 

Restored Revere Bell at ground level for viewing and 
photo opportunity before being raised to the top of 
the bell tower for re-hanging. 

all photos: RHenson 



 

2049 Meetinghouse Way 
Post Office Box 781 

West Barnstable, Massachusetts 02668 

Phone: 508-362-4445 
http://www.1717meetinghouse.org 

 
A 501(c)(3) Tax Exempt Organization 

1717 MEETINGHOUSE 
FOUNDATION, INC. 

PRESERVING THE 1717 MEETINGHOUSE AS A 
MEMORIAL TO EARLY AMERICA AND AMERICANS 

We have a new name this year but our mission remains the same – to preserve and protect our precious 1717 Meetinghouse.  

Besides the few grants we receive, we are completely dependent on our members’ dues to sustain our mission. We have in-
stalled the new roof but we have critical needs to repair the Revere bell and housing as well as a fire detection and/or suppres-
sion system. Your new and renewed Annual Memberships have a huge impact on our ability to meet operating costs, obtain 
grants and create the funds to plan and implement the feature programs offered throughout the year.  

As we approach the tricentenial of the 1717 Meetinghouse, we ask you to help us achieve our mission of preserving the 1717 
Meetinghouse. Please join or renew your membership today and ask your friends, too. 

Elizabeth Crocker Jenkins 
(ca. 1922) 

 
“The Woman Who Saved Our 
Meetinghouse” [1874-1956] 

We invite you to join the continuing efforts to maintain this historic and revered Meetinghouse. 
In addition to enjoying our newsletters and announcements of cultural events—musical recitals, 
debates, historic reenactments—you will have a part in preserving this colonial-era treasure for  
generations to come.   

 Individual: Annual donation of $25 
 Family: Annual donation of $50 
 Friend: Annual donation of $51 to $794 

Memberships are available at several levels. 
Please choose one.  Thank you! 

 Bell Ringer: Donation of $750—$999 
 Tower Climber: Donation of $1,000—$4,999 
 Silver Keeper: Donation of $5,000—$9,999 
 Revere Bell Society: Donation of $10,000 or more 

Name 

Mailing Address 

City, State, ZIP 

email 

Amount enclosed: $______________ 
Mail to:  Membership 

PO Box 781 
West Barnstable, MA 02668 

— Life Membership Levels — 

MEMBERSHIPS SUSTAIN THE EFFORT 
—Robin Fryer, Membership Chair 


